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Let Us Love One Another
by Pastor Robyn

February: How quickly the 2nd 
month of 2017 has arrived. This 
is the month we honor a martyr, 
St. Valentine, a man who lived 
in the 3rd century and refused 
to deny his love for Christ. On 
February 14th, we will exchange 
Valentines, candy and gifts with 
special people we love. There are 
many scriptures about love. One 
of my favorites: “Let all that you do be done in love.” (1 Corinthians 16:14) 
Thinking about that verse reminds me that it hasn’t been long since we filled 
the shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. I would like to share with 
you a story from Guideposts Magazine about a little boy who received one of 
these boxes. 
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His mother wrote about her son opening the wrapped box given to him by a 
white bearded man (not Santa) who was part of a team from North Carolina 
who visited the New York City ministry to give early Christmas surprises 
to the children. Her son Brandon was delighted with each simple gift. 
“Crayons, Toothpaste,” he screamed! His favorite gift was the Yo-Yo. He 
and the man spent time together as he watched the demonstrations carefully 
until finally getting the hang of it. 
His mom said, “I was especially grateful for the attention he received since 
his own father had recently chosen to no longer be in his life.” A while later 
the mom heard loud crying. Brandon’s yo-yo had broken and the bearded 
man worked hard to put it back together, but it became obvious it couldn’t be 
fixed. Brandon finally calmed down when the cupcakes were handed out. 
The mom wanted to thank her son’s new friend but couldn’t find him. One 
of the team members said, “Oh, he went to the store to buy another yo-yo 
for Brandon.” The store was more than 10 blocks away, and it was snowing 
outside. 
The bearded man returned and handed Brandon a small bag, but he gave 
him so much more than a yo-yo. Brandon’s mother said, “He showed my 
little boy that he was worth a long winter’s walk and was deserving of such 
extraordinary loving-kindness.”             
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.   1 John 4:7 

Lovingly, 

Many Thanks for Your Service
by Robin Derby, Worship Elder

Thank you to all that have signed up to be a part of the rotating teams for 
Door Greeters, Ushers, Communion Servers and Communion Set-up. 
My term as Elder is almost up and I wanted to pass on my appreciation for 
those of you that have helped to make this part of the Worship Ministry 
a success. We all have busy schedules at home and making time for this 
service has been a blessing to Skyline.
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Living Together In the Word
by Michèle Houston

Each month we are sharing 
ideas and experiences of 
what helps us stay engaged 
in Scripture. 
If you have spent any time with 
me in a bible study, you probably 
have heard me gush about 
The Bible Project. The Bible 
Project is the labor of love of a 
collaboration of biblical scholars, 
graphic artists and animators 
based in Portland whose goal is 
to show how “the bible is one unified narrative that leads to Jesus and has 
profound wisdom for the modern world”. And they do it in an incredibly 
humble and inviting way without ever “dumbing things down”.
From the Bible Project website the journey begins with the Read 
Scripture series, which gives a high-level graphical overview of each 
book in the bible in 5- to- 10 minute videos. They then have more fully 
animated videos going deeper into certain collections, like the Torah 
or the Gospels. They also have videos that explore biblical themes, like 
Holiness or the Kingdom of God, following how the theme develops 
from the beginning to the end of the Bible. Want to go even deeper? 
Check out the podcasts that include all the thoughts that didn’t make it 
into the videos. And their blog gives insights into how to read the bible. 
And there is more planned in the future! Their videos can also be found 
on YouTube.
What Augustine said of the gospel of John could be said of the whole 
Bible: that it “is shallow enough for a child not to drown, but deep 
enough for an elephant to swim”. Start wading in with the Bible Project 
and see if you don’t end up wanting to dive in deeply!

www.thebibleproject.com
www.youtube.com/thebibleproject 



4

Evangelism and Mission 
by Larry Hogue, Evangelism and Mission Chair

Thank you everyone for your support of outreach and mission, especially 
in the last half of 2016. Some of the ways that support touched people in 
Jesus’ name will be highlighted in the Annual Report.
Abundance Sunday for February will focus on our Community Crisis 
Fund. Pastor Robyn and others will be interpreting that ministry to us in 
worship.
In March we will begin talking about the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering which we collect on Palm Sunday.

The Holm Family - Missionaries in Malawi, Africa
In addition to our Malawi 
offering which is traditionally 
taken the Sundays on which 
someone is baptized, we have, 
in the recent past, sent support 
to the Holm Family. They are 
missionaries from the Tri-Cities 
in Washington working in 
Malawi. There is information 
about them along with pictures on 
the bulletin board across from the 
coat rack. Below is some recent 
communication from them and a way to follow them more closely.
Check out their blog at: http://www.holminafrica.blogspot.com/ . You 
can subscribe to e-mail updates of their family blog on weekly work and 
life in Malawi by entering your email into the box “Follow by Email” and 
then confirming your e-mail. To support them financially: http://www.
presbyterianmission.org/donate/E200532/  and indicate you are a member 
of Skyline.  
The Holms were able to spend some time back in the states over Christmas 
but have been back in Malawi for a couple of weeks. They say...  

In our days back both Tyler and Rochelle have been reassured of 
their call to ministry in Malawi. Tyler was able to have dinner with a 
former student who is now at a rural congregation, learning how he 
had developed into a passionate Pastor. For Rochelle, she and with her 
little helper Mphatso, was able to jump in and facilitate an energetic 

Tyler, Dr. Rochelle and Mphatso Holm
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community outreach program on sanitation and hygiene with a group of 
about 250 orphans and vulnerable children in partnership with one of the 
local Mzuzu churches working on extension social welfare programs.  
Praises
*Mphatso’s US immigration process and United States passport is done!  
Wahooo!!!!
*Time to connect with many of you during our Christmas holiday.  
Thank you for your hospitality and love for our family and work in 
Malawi. We wish that we were able to see more of you and spend more 
time, but are thankful for each one of you.
Prayer Requests
*Mphatso is moving up in her preschool class to join the ‘older’ kids.  
We think this will be a better fit for her. Please pray for this transition 
which also involves an earlier start time. 
*Upcoming work travel for both Tyler and Rochelle, which during this 
current time of the rainy season requires great flexibility. 
*We have a personal goal to add 6 new financial and prayer supporters 
in 2017. Will you be an advocate for us and consider introducing a 
friend or family member to the team in ministry behind our family? 
*All the different ways that God has called different people not just to 
be a part of this work in Malawi, but in all the different ministries that 
God is doing through different people. God uses all our different gifts 
and we pray that we would all respond to our own call. Please pray for 
us, and let us know how we can pray for you.
*Please consider a gift to support Tyler’s position with Presbyterian 
World Mission at the University of Livingstonia. 
*Pray for the country of Malawi, its 
government, its leaders, its students, 
its future, and also pray for our 
local partner the CCAP, and the 
universities that we work for.
Grace and Peace,
Tyler, Rochelle and Mphatso Holm
Presbyterian World Mission (Tyler) and 
Mzuzu University (Rochelle)
Mzuzu, Malawi
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Here’s What’s Happening in Christian Education
from Fred Mollon, Christian Education Elder

Vacation Bible School is Gearing Up!
We are in operating mode to get VBS 
going. Our next meeting will be on 
Sunday, February 19th, right after 
church’s Coffee Fellowship and Kitchen 
Shower. If you can volunteer to help, or 
want to find out more information to 
decide, please join us.  
Our theme this year is the “FUN MAKER FACTORY.”  Our dates for 
VBS are Sunday, July 16th through Thursday, July 20th and it will run 
from 5:30 to 8 PM. As in the past, we will be offering a light meal. 
Please mark your calendars and come have a good time learning, leading 
and having fun. We look forward to seeing you there.

Seder Dinner
Once again Pastor Robyn and Fred Mollon will be hosting a Seder dinner 
on Palm Sunday, April 9.  The time will be 4 - 6 (or until we all break 
up to go home.) Jesus was a man raised in a solid Jewish tradition and 
out of this experience His life and ministry was ordered. What He said 
and did is based in Jewish religious thought and tradition. The purpose 
of celebrating a Seder meal is to see the larger context out of which our 
service of Holy Communion originated. 
Once again the cost will be minimal: $5/person; $10 for a family of 3; 
$15 for a family of four, and $5 per person over and above that. We will 
have a typical Seder meal with all of the fixings including dessert, and 
of course the Seder plate. Pastor Robyn and Fred will guide us through 
the liturgy of the Seder meal. We hope that you will mark your calendars 
and plan to attend this meaningful time as we not only break bread but 
worship together.

Understanding Our Islamic Neighbors
We are moving forward to have a meeting with our Muslim neighbors 
and have a time when the Imam, Ahmed, can give us a talk on Islam, 
its history and what it means to be a true Muslim. We do not have a 
firm date yet, but this will be announced as soon as it is in place. We 
are hoping that some of the members of the mosque will come with the 
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Imam and this will be the nature of our invitation.  
The Imam has also asked for us to have some questions for him, ahead of 
time so that he can best answer questions that we have as well as explain 
their faith to us. Again, we will give ample notice for this as soon as the 
date is established. Stay tuned for more information.

Youth Sunday School Class (Grades 5 and Up)
Our Youth Sunday School class is in its second semester and though 
the class is small, the children who participate are enjoying the time to 
explore their faith and grow in knowledge of God. We meet in the Youth 
room, at the same time as the younger class. If you are in the 5th grade or 
above, we extend an open invitation to come and join us as we learn and 
grow together.

Wednesday Night Youth Group (Grades 3 through 8))
On Wednesday nights our youth meet downstairs in the Youth Room 
from 7 to 8 PM for Bible study, open discussion, games, crafts and treats. 
All the kids have a great time getting to know each other and learning 
about God and how they can impact the world with their faith. 
All kids in grades 3 through 8 are welcome to join our Youth Director, 
Leigh Lindstrom, and other leaders for a fun and informative time.

Adult Kerygma Class
We have five weeks left of our study of Revelation. 
We welcome any and all to join us for our final weeks. 
Just speak to Michèle Houston or Fred Mollon, our 
team teachers, and you will be given the study guide 
to read up on the first few acts. If you are one of many 
who avoid the Revelation because it’s just “too weird”, 
do come and discover the great word of hope it is 
meant to be. 

Directory Changes:
Please note these changes in your church directory:

Shirley Schiller has a new email address: grshirley228@gmail.com

Ken and Sharon Bumgarner have done away with their land line. You can reach 
them on the cell phones: Ken’s is 253-312-0311 and Sharon’s is 360-701-5430.
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by Ed Tropp, Fellowship Committee Elder

Your Fellowship Committee is off and running in the New Year. 2017 
will be another fun filled year with the events we all have come to 
anticipate, and perhaps some new things to try as well. Here’s a quick 
look at what we’ve recently done, and what’s upcoming for us to put on 
our calendars. 

No Reservations Dinners
Our first of 2017 No-Reservations Dinners was held on January 9th, with 
a visit to the new location of the Old Spaghetti Factory. We had a great 
turnout of about 30 folks, and all enjoyed the fellowship, camaraderie, 
conversation, ambiance and good food. If you missed this, please plan on 
coming to our next dinner. A good time is guaranteed, and you’ll be back 
for more! 
Speaking of our next No Reservations Dinner, your Fellowship 
Committee just determined the date and location! We’ll be returning 
to the ever popular Westgate location (5716 N. 26th St.) of El Toro 
Mexican Restaurant on Monday, March 6th. They are always reliable 
with great food, and have a spacious area we can spread out in. We will 
meet at our normal time, 6:30 PM. We hope to see you there!

Skyline Kitchen Shower
We will be announcing a kitchen ‘shower’ to be 
held February 19th, and folks will be invited 
to bring gifts for us all to use in the kitchen, 
making it a more productive and easier to use 
facility. As most of you know, the kitchen has 
been thoroughly scrubbed and re-organized 
(badly needed, and it took a lot of effort on the 
parts of quite a number of folks to accomplish). 
The next step is to celebrate that accomplishment with the ‘shower’ and 
better equip the kitchen so we can all enjoy it. The shower will be a fun 
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“And a good time was had by all ! ”

event, with folks encouraged to shop our registry being set up at various 
stores, and bring in wrapped gifts. We’ll have loads of fun unwrapping 
those after worship, and will have some additional fun as well. Details to 
follow soon! 

A Glimpse Into the Future
Looking further into the year, you 
can mark this date on your calendars: 
on Friday, August 11th we will again 
be visiting Cheney Stadium to watch 
the Tacoma Rainiers play the Reno 
Aces and to enjoy the fireworks show 
following the game. This is always a fun 
event for us, and we’ve got forty tickets reserved. Seats are fairly close to 
the main level, so not too many steps to navigate! We’ve never struck out 
with this event!

Your Fellowship Committee
Your Fellowship Committee is currently made up of Luella Case, Nancy 
Triebelhorn, and Nikki Shadduck, as well as yours truly. We’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank Carol Bruda for her recent contributions 
to our committee. We can now use another perspective and someone to 
help dream up and put on fun events. So, if you’d like to have a more fun 
and satisfying 2017 and add more fellowship to your life - join us! 

Skyline Has a Webelos Scout Troop!
On Monday nights we have a great bunch 
of enthusiastic and inquisitive 4th and 5th 
grade boys meeting from 6:30-7:30 PM in 
our Fellowship Hall. The boys have a great 
time working together and learning.
If you know of a 10 or 11 year old boy who is 
looking for a good Scouting experience, help 
them look no further and join the troop in 
the new year.
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Ideas to Enrich Lent
by Pastor Robyn Hogue

Pastor Robyn invites us to engage in one 
of these spiritual practices during lent:
1.  Write a thank you note each day. Pastor 

Robyn is encouraging us to write a 
thank you email, or better yet, a written 
thank you note every day to someone 
who touched your life. It could be 
someone within the congregation, a 
family member, or someone from your past. Writing a thank you 
note each day is part of the spiritual practice of encouragement and 
expressing gratitude.

2.  Engage in a “news fast.” Take a break from reading, watching 
and listening to the news. In the current climate, it could be a 
wonderful gift, and a great thing to do for your spiritual life. Take 
some time off from the anxiety driven news cycle. We trust that if 
something big happens, we will still hear about it. We are being 
invited to take more time for prayer for our nation and the world 
instead. Consider one of three levels of opting in to this practice: 
40 days completely news-free, check in on Sundays, or read paper 
news only for 40 days.

3.  Give of yourself every day. This could be a practice, such as 
doing something kind every day or it could actually be giving 
at least a small amount of money away every day, which Pastor 
Robyn did last year. She found it a help in bringing prayer into 
our daily encounters.

4.  Read (or listen to) the same passage of Scripture together daily. 
There are lots of audio version of the Bible. Check out www.
geekychristian.com for some ideas. You could share links to the 
week’s text via email or social media and invite people to listen 
daily. If you live with other Christians, you could invite people to 
read or listen daily. Keep it simple. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1st, and concludes on Holy Saturday, April 
15th. The six Sundays in Lent are not counted among the forty days of lent because each 
Sunday represents a “mini-Easter”, a celebration of Jesus’ victory over sin and death.
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P r esc h o o l  Ne ws
from Debbie Fortescue
Wow, February is here. We’ll be talking about 
the importance of friendships and making special 
Valentines for those we love. We will celebrate 
with a Valentine’s party and a special treat. 
Another fun day at preschool.

Then March will bring the celebration of spring and watching our daffodils 
growing outside our windows. This always brings happiness to all.
Registration for the 2017 – 2018 school year is upon us. Skyline Christian 
Preschool families and children of church members will start registering the 
whole month of February, then we’ll open to the public in March.
Our Classes and Schedule: 
 Two and Three Year Old Class
 Tuesday and Thursday from 9 to 11 AM
 Three and Four Year Old Class
 Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9 to 11:15 AM
 Four and Five Year Old Class
 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 12 to 2:30 PM
If you’re interested in enrolling your child or know some who is interested, 
please have them call me (Debbie Fortescue) at 752-5757 ext. 104 or email 
me at preschool@skylinepres.org.
Thank you!

Update from Building and Grounds
by Ken Bobko, Building and Grounds Elder

Spring time is around the corner, and with the upcoming carpet 
installation in the offices, that means spring cleaning. To all department 
heads, if you have something in the building that is not used, broken or 
outdated, let’s make an effort to get it identified and put in the garage for 
disposal later. When we are doing the carpet it will mean less items to 
move around. 
Watch for signup sheets for work parties for moving and painting. This will 
be way more work than a few people can handle. Thanks!
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Lenten Services at Skyline
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. Mark your calendars for these important 
upcoming dates for Lent...

Ash Wednesday Service - March 1st at 5:30 pm
We remember Christ’s triumphant entrance to Jerusalem.

Palm Sunday Worship - Sunday, April 9th at 10:00 am
We remember Christ’s triumphant entrance to Jerusalem.
At this service we will also receive the One Great Hour of Sharing 
Offering. (More details available in the next Views.)

Seder Meal - Sunday, April 9th at 4:00 pm
Experience how Christ celebrated Passover. More info on page 6.

Maundy Thursday - Thursday, April 13th at 5:30 pm
At this meaningful service we remember the last days of Christ beginning 
with the Last Supper.

Good Friday - Friday, April 14th at 5:30 pm
This reflective service remembers Christ death on the cross and leads us 
to Easter Sunday.

Easter Worship on Sunday, April 16th at 10:00 am
Come celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Experience a morning of music and celebration and let the risen Savior fill 
your life with joy, peace, and hope.
Enhance your Easter worship experience by enjoying an ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT 
BREAKFAST. (More details available in the next Views.)

Also, following the service your children 
can have fun finding eggs and surprises at 
Skyline’s annual EASTER EGG HUNT.
EASTER FLOWER ORDERS
Forms for ordering Easter Flowers will be 
available on Sunday, March 5th. Please 

help decorate our church for Easter by 
ordering flowers. Thank you!
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Skyline Readers: 
“Songs of Willow Frost” 
by Janet Thorpe

Set against the backdrop of Depression-era 
Seattle, a 12-year-old Chinese-American, 
William Eng, has lived at Seattle’s Sacred Heart 
Orphanage ever since his mother’s motionless 
body was carried away from their small 
apartment five years previous. Like two ships lost 
at sea, mother and son endeavor to re-establish 
their relationship in Jamie Ford’s Songs of Willow 
Frost, our February book group selection. 
This mother-son saga is the second locally based 
story in 2016 (following Daniel James Brown’s nonfiction book The Boys 
in the Boat) to reflect upon the harsh circumstances that caused many 
parents to give up their children during the Great Depression. Ford, 
however, also explores the realities of minority populations that had even 
fewer opportunities during the Great Depression than the white majority 
— less access to health care, to legal representation, to many types of 
work, and to food.
The daughter of Cantonese opera performers, both dead, Willow relies 
on her voice and acting talent to make a living, even as she unsuccessfully 
tries to fend off the unwanted advances of her widowed stepfather. When 
Willow becomes pregnant and gives birth to a boy (William) she realizes 
that she will lose her son to her reviled stepfather unless she can cut ties 
with him and make her own way.
However, a handsome young Chinese actor who had been her ally is 
called back to China, leaving her no advocate when the state eventually 
declares that as a single mother she is unfit to raise her son. In a desperate 
effort to prevent William from being seized by her stepfather, she leaves 
William at the Sacred Heart Orphanage and walks away for good.
Songs of Willow Frost explores how Willow tries but fails to keep her son, 
and young William seeks a few years later to find his mother again.
We hope you will attend the February18th group meeting,10 a.m. in the 
church parlor.

Skyline Readers meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 10 a.m. in the 
church Parlor. Please mark the dates on your calendar and come join us!
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(Brackets indicate children’s ages and those 90 and above.)
February Birthdays March Birthdays
2 Michael Anderson 1 Lauren Houston

3 Bill Baker (94) 7 Dan Houston

4 Gene Anderson 7 Jan Lassen

5 Leigh Lindstrom 7 Doris Pruett

5 Margaret McIlroy 9 Terry Simmons

6 Bo Hiemstra (12) 13 Dorothy Lusby (106)

6 Gabriel Little Alfaro (8) 16 Ken Bobko

8 Kayla Wilson (10) 21 Doris Ryan

10 Robyn Hogue 24 Bob Gunter (92)

12 Caroline Bobko 29 John James

13 Nancy Triebelhorn 29 Kathy Johnson

15 Mel Lewis (95) 29  Dale Latham

18 Aidin Brown (14) 31 Evan Barradale (14)

20 Tami Bobko  31 Lorna Henricksen

21 Lillian Duncan

21 Jan Shearer

28 Shirley Schiller

Happy Anniversary
Dan & Michelle Houston

March 18th (28th)
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Clerk’s Corner
by Marilyn Scott, Clerk of Session

The new year is off and running. I pray that this will be a 
great year for Skyline. Community ministries and outreach 
seem to be springing up in many ways. I enjoy hearing what 
some of you have going on outside the church walls!
The Presbytery has the “State of the Presbytery” coming up 

on February 25th, at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Olympia. Pastors 
and elders will get an update on the search for a new Executive Presbyter 
and an update on the new church at the Purdy Women’s Treatment Center, 
including their pastor search. Also, the latest membership and finance 
information will be presented. And, this is a chance to enjoy fellowship 
with other leaders in our Presbytery.
The next Stated Meeting for the Presbytery is Thursday, March 16, 2017, 
from 10:00 AM until 3:00 PM. The location is yet to be determined.
I have been so thankful for the hard work performed by our Presbytery’s 
Stated Clerk, Kari McFarland. She is such a wealth of information, 
providing thoughtful and kind leadership for the clerks. We are so lucky 
to have her guidance. When I cannot find the answer to something she is 
there to help me out. 

Saint Patrick
by Pastor Robyn

Saint Patrick was a 5th-century Romano-British Christian 
missionary and bishop in Ireland. Much of what we know about 
him comes from the Declaration, which was allegedly written by Patrick 
himself. It is believed that he was born in Roman Britain, in the fourth 
century, into a wealthy Romano-British family. His father was a deacon and 
his grandfather was a priest in the Christian church. 
According to the Declaration, at the age of sixteen, he was kidnapped by 
Irish raiders and taken as a slave to Gaelic Ireland. It says that he spent 
six years there working as a shepherd and that during this time he “found 
God”. The Declaration says that God told Patrick to flee to the coast, 
where a ship would be waiting to take him home. After making his way 
home, Patrick went on to become a priest and evangelist for Christ. 
Where and how did you find God? I encourage you to celebrate Saint 
Patrick’s Day this year by sharing your faith story with another.
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Meeting and Potluck Luncheon
Please join us on Sunday, February 12th, for our annual 
Congregational Meeting and Potluck Luncheon. You will have 
the opportunity to hear what your committees accomplished 
in 2016 and some of their goals for 2017. We will also vote on 
new Elders, Deacons and Nominating Committee members 
(information on candidates will be available on Feb. 5th). Our 
2017 Budget will also be available on Feb. 5th.

For the potluck portion of the day, please bring a hotdish and 
salad or dessert to share. Please label your item if it is nut, 
gluten, or sugar free to help accomodate those with special 
dietary needs. 

We look forward to seeing you at this important meeting!


